Angiographic evaluation and treatment of transplant renal artery stenosis.
Transplant renal artery stenosis is an uncommon but important complication of renal transplantation. It is a potentially reversible cause of patient morbidity and allograft dysfunction, which can present both early and late in the post-transplant period. Although transplant renal artery stenosis can be detected using noninvasive imaging, definitive diagnosis and percutaneous treatment typically require the use of invasive angiographic techniques. In experienced hands, these studies can be performed safely, effectively and with a low risk of contrast induced nephrotoxicity when alternative contrast agents are used.